HISTORIC MOUNT PLEASANT JOURNAL
LIVING IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT: DECK THE HALLS!

December 2023

Our Historic Mount Pleasant (HMP) Newsletter strives to inform community members by illuminating historic
district permit requirements, technical issues and solutions, and other aspects of the historic district, including
its history.

By Jonathan Herz
What is Permitted?

In the Mount Pleasant historic district, changing the exterior
appearance of your home usually requires a building permit and
clearance from the DC Historic Preservation Office (HPO). Even if
you grew up in an historic district, odds are that you will need help
navigating the seemingly arcane and detailed requirements for
almost anything more permanent than holiday lights. But if you're
just decorating for the holidays, there is no need to worry about
permits.

Most maintenance and interior work will not require HPO review
and approval. Small projects, like in-kind replacement of
deteriorated elements (e.g., roofing, windows and doors, front
steps and other site elements and repointing masonry) can be
approved over the counter by HPO staff. But, major work,
including significant demolition and changes to the exterior of a
building, must be approved by the Historic Preservation Review
Board (HPRB), which is advised by the HPO.

It is vital that your architect or contractor is familiar with historic district requirements. Work in an historic
district not approved by the HPRB or HPO is unlawful even if you have obtained a building permit for alterations,
repairs, or construction. The Historic Landmark and Historic District Protection Act of 1978 establishes criminal
penalties for willful violations, including fines of up to $1,000 for each day a violation continues. Anyone who
does work in violation of the act is required to restore the building or structure and its site to its appearance
prior to the violation.

Fortunately, it's easy to avoid these problems. The HPO can provide technical assistance early in the planning
stages through informal discussions with a preservation specialist on topics like products, services, or renovation



https://planning.dc.gov/page/building-permits-historic-property
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https://planning.dc.gov/page/historic-preservation-office
https://planning.dc.gov/page/historic-preservation-review-board
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https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/publication/attachments/DC%20Preservation%20Law%20UPDATED%20Mar%202020.pdf
https://www.historicmountpleasant.org/about-us/board-and-design-review-committee/

techniques. They will also explain preservation standards and the review process, identify any potential
preservation or design concerns, and work collaboratively to explore mutually agreeable solutions.

Often, the HPO will ask the Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) and the neighborhood historic
preservation organization for comments on the proposed work. In Mount Pleasant, the is available to review all
cases going to the HPO and HPRB and encourages applicants to contact us early in the project development so
we can identify potential issues, provide technical advice, and facilitate approvals. The Committee also
welcomes questions about preservation-related work that does not require a permit.

So go ahead and be creative with your decorations. No one will be reviewing and judging them — unless you

decide to enter a Best Holiday Lights competition like the one recently judged for Mt. Pleasant Street businesses
by the Village and DC’s Main Streets. Last year’s winners included Overall Best in Show, Purple Patch Restaurant.

MT. PLEASANT HISTORY
Electric Christmas Lights

In 1882, Edward Hibberd Johnson, the vice
president of the Edison Electric Light Company
decorated the tree in his New York City home
with specially-made electric bulbs. The New York
Times later wrote, “A BRILLIANT CHRISTMAS
TREE, HOW AN ELECTRICIAN AMUSED HIS
CHILDREN... Mr. Johnson has been
experimenting with house lighting by electricity
for some time past.”

Early versions were only for the rich, but General
Electric (GE) made electric tree lights more
affordable in 1903 with pre-assembled sets — still
expensive at $12. Department stores in the
larger, electrified cities would rent outfits for the
season for $1.50. Called “festoons,” the GE sets
consisted of eight green, pre-wired porcelain
sockets, eight miniature Edison colored-glass
lamps, and a screw-in plug for easy attachment
to a nearby wall or ceiling light socket.
Interestingly, the 2-pronged electrical plugs we
use today were first developed to facilitate
connecting strings of Christmas light festoons.

In 1923, President Calvin Coolidge pushed the

button to light the first National Christmas Tree in Washington D.C., a 48-foot balsam fir covered with 2,500

on the Lawn

Commemorating The Light of the World, Christmas is truly
the season of light. Beautiful brightening of the home, to
gladden everyone IN it, is accepted as appropriate for this
hallowed holiday.

But go just a step further! Extend your brightening activ-
ties to the EXTERIOR as well as the interior of your home.
Utilize the nature-nourished trees and shrubbery of your own
premises to spread Christmas joy through that mystic element
of electricity which, more than any other, symbolizes this holy
season.

Joyous green of verdant shrubbery—beautiful back-
ground of white snow—colorful strands of electric lights—
could YOU pass premises so pleasant without feeling that
the provider of such an eye-treat was keeping Christmus
unselfishly for the benefit of everyone?

A few flood lights, some inexpensive strands of colorful
electrie lamps and easily-obtainable weather-proof cord are
are all that is required!

An illuminating Engineer of this Company will gladly give you
practical plans for the completion of Christmas cheer through
economical exterior lighting. Just phone Main Ten Thousand and
ask for an llluminating Engineer of

The Polom&c Elecu'ic Power Compamy

—Matchless Service—

MAIN TEN THOUSAND

—
Xmas Lights §

| S

specially-manufactured electric bulbs. By 1926, the Potomac Electric Power Company (Pepco), with the clever
slogan, Matchless Service, was encouraging Washingtonians to “Utilize the nature-nourished trees and
shrubbery of your own premises to spread Christmas joy through that mystic element of electricity which, more
than any other, symbolizes this holy season.” The only problem was that these early sets were small, dangerous
and extremely impractical for the average family. In 1927, GE introduced true outdoor lighting and, along with

local electric companies, began to sponsor neighborhood “decorating with color-light” contests to promote

business. In this century - until this year - the National Zoo’s Zoolights, were “Powered by Pepco.”
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We Have a Winner!

The December 17, 1930 Evening Star displayed the
Brighter Washington Christmas Committee of the
Electric League cups to be awarded for outdoor
Christmas lighting in two categories: the most artistic
residential community and the most outstanding
business section or community. The board of judges
included an architect, the president of the
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Company, and the
president of the Federation of Citizens’ Associations.

The following year, the Mount Pleasant Citizens’
Association Electric League Cup was awarded to
William S. Hodges of 1707 Irving St. NW “for having
the most attractive lighting about his house.”

The November 30, 1931, Washington Times, noted
that the “Chanukah Fete” was celebrated “various
synagogues throughout the week,” but with candles,
not electric lights.

WINS ON HOME LIGHTING

William S. Hodges, 1707 Irving
Street, Is Awarded First Prize.

Willlam S. Hodges, 1707 Irving street.,
vesterday was awarded first prize by &
Mount Pleasant Citizens' Association
committee for having the most attrac-
tive Christmas exterior lighting about
his house,

The Electric League cup will be
sented Mr., Hodges at the association
meeting Saturdayv evening, Januarv 9

Honorable mention was accorded the
residence of Hamlin R. Cochran, 1642
Hobart street, and the Presbyterian
Home, 1818 Newton street,

The members of the committee mak-
ing the award were Dr. A. A. Chenay
(chairman), Mrs. Elizabeth M. Bvers,
Raymond J. Bowen, Willlam T. Talbott
end J. T. Miller.

pre-

Miss Virginia K. Thayer, secretary to one of the members of the Brighter
guhlnqu: ::hrM-‘tju C.l!l’llm of the Electric League, exhibits the cups to
o e

Chr g, the large cup being for the most

enmk mﬂ.enlhl community and the smaller one for the most outstanding
or ¢ y. The board of judges includes Robert F. Beres-

ford, architect; Lloyd B. Wilson, presid of the Chesapeake & F Tele-
Rmehfz.l..:ﬂ Dr. George C. Havenner, president of the Federation of Citizens’

Below are:

On the same “Chanukah Fete” page, note the Eastern
Air ad: S20 for “A Day in NEW YORK and home for
dinner, Via 18-passenger Curtiss Condors, with a crew
of 3 — pilot, co-pilot and hostess,” and “The
Inauguration of Xmas Lights On Central 7th Street.”

TOMORROW....

You're Invited to Attend
The Inauguration of Xmas

Lights On Central 7th Street

1. The Evening Star December 17, 1930 article on the Electric League cups.
2. The Evening Star December 30, 1931 article about the best Christmas decorations in Mt. Pleasant.
3. The Washington Times November 30, 1931 article about the “Chanukah Fete.”
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]
RUTCHES and|
Canes for Invalids i
Always Sold at
Lowest Prices at

GIBSON’S

917 G St. N.W.

[ Gregg |Gregg Shorthand

WHERE TO DINE
{nnouncing
OPENING OF

The Northeast (

American Res
nl

813 H \.E.

Rose Glow

117 F SLNW Never Clowsd |

FAR EAST

Chinese Restaurant
519 13th St.

“THE GORILLA

On Georgin Avenae Pike
TU

$1.00 o cuicken
1 DINNER
Home Cookin;

SPEND YOUR
New Year’s Eve ‘
‘ |
Celebration ) |

\

AT THE—

VILLA
ROMA

On the New
Rockville Boulevard

uperb Cuisine
Splendid Service

parkling Music
$6.00 PER PLATE
Tncodine Couveet wnd Svwser)
Special Entertainment

Noisemakers, Souvenirs

and Dancing Till (?)

Make Your Rerervation

Call FRANK
Kensington 254

UCATIONS
X SCHOOL OF

FRENCH LANGUAGE

Beginners’ Class, Jan. 6,7 P.M.
Review Class, Jan. 6, 7:45 P M.
TEMPLE SCHOOL

1420 K St 3258

National University
Law School

|CAB COMPANY HEAD
| FIGHTS CRUISING BAN

TODAY'S AMUSEMENTS.
Balasco—“Jowel Kobbers.” at 1:30 pm.
Gagely—Kuating Ketler” at 213

T SAFETY VOWS
RGN [JRIVERS e

Motorists to Stop ‘Hogging’
Right of Way.

No. 79 for CATARRH &
SINUS TROUBLE
Homoeopathic Plurm.cy
7 B AL AW A 1

Protest Filed With Van Duzer De-|
clares Practice Necessary to
Make Tiving Wage.

graphies of Mary

Fddy. the D)

Science Reading Rovms.
Retrospection snd Intrarpection,
by Mary Rake

§ Supper

Soctety's Eventng Remdess

A GALA NIGHT IWTINE W Giaeds”

o wH YGRS Ve

he Tadiest  An elavorate
by our tenowred  chef,
Notsemakers! Fon gaiore!

& 1 Care

1o

& zas of Browdwar Sias

TONITE 1S THEATRICAL GUEST NIIE

Address Secretary

National 6617. 318 13th St N.W

STEANSHIPS

FLORIDA

Ideal route from Baleimore
via Merchants & Mins

Jacksonville - M
Through tickets to the
Florida points. F

—-MERCHANTS &
MINERS T2 axs.00,

AND 2good many of them
were up and down the steps
at the telephore’s call. Ex.
tension felephones mean an
erd fo all that-and for only
afew conts a day

The Chesapeaks and Polomac
Telephons Company
(! 8y

yatem
725 Thirtearth Street N. W,

iller & YAlbert, Fnc.

5|5” IOTH STREET,N.W.

@ENEW YEAR
" CARDS

COLUMBIA PHOTO SUPPLY

Lowest Cut Prices on
Drugs and Toilet
Articles Are Always
Available at

GIBSON’'S

915 G St. NW.

1905 K smm N,

9773, "

E
At
CAALI e

BLENDER

NEW YEAR EVE
enly @5 per persen

AMUSEMENTS.

GALL- EUREI

All Seats Reseryed
Sal

Dresser
Howland

AMUSEMENTS,

Now on
ale at Theater

s St rann aiies

Calendarl ‘

Durlel

sou xay the ward.

E. Mnrrunn Paper Co. 1,

Make Your Reservations
For Your New Year’s
Eve Celebration
at the

Jungle Nite Club
844 North Hovard Straat
Baltimore, Maryland

piss |

|

Miss Evelyn Nesbit Thaw

TURKEYS e 5o
CHICKENS s ro

= RIDWELTS =
MARKETS, Inc.

A Bappy and Prosperous New Pear 1o All!
Start the New Year Right!
Open New Year’s Day Till 1 O’Clock

NEW YEAR'S SPECIALS ;
\

Markets

- Shop With Us

X & Baking)

FRESH-KILLED FOWLS. . 20c

ISMOKED HAMS . 13c

| Steak. . 19¢
) Porleru Steak. .. 20¢
;rB”f Hamberg Steak . o 12¢
| (Chu(k Roast. ... 12

Plate Beef n 8

YOUNG DUCKS...... m 23c|SMOKED SHOULDERS w. 10c
YOUNG GEESE. .......m ZI(IBEAN PORK (-pmal) . 8¢
Rould Sneak w 18c|Lamb Much Cheaper|

BREAST REAL LAMB. 1. 6c
LEG SPRING LAMB .. . 17c
Rib & Loin Lamb Chops. . 14c
Shoulder Spring Lamb. .1 8¢
Shoulder Lamb Chops 1 10c|

m 25¢

VEAL CUTLETS
BREAST VEAL (Bone outi 1. 8¢

LARCE FRESH HAMS u. I1cgi
SMALL FRESH HAMS 1. 1214

SHOULDER VEAL . . 120;c | RESH SHOULDERS. .. .1 c ‘
IlLom vEAL cops . n 20 |SAUSAGE MERT . n. t0c]|
Pork Loin Roast. © 11V4¢c|Lean Pork Chops.. .m 12c)!
Pare Hog Lard . 8c; 3 v 25¢|SLICED BACON_ . 19
Comp'nd Lardn. 8c; 3 23c | BACON SOUKRES” . . 11c

w le

Pig Liver . n. Tc; 4 mx 25¢

STRIP BACON

SMOKED SAUSAGE. . 1212¢
NEW SAUERKRAUT. . .a- Tc
s au

EGGS that are fresh. . aw- 28¢

FRESH SPARE RIBS 1. 1215c
FRESH PIC "IAIL o1 10§
sund |

‘CREAMERY‘ BUITER .32

A REAL

Frontier Brand ean 1205¢  TRY

NEW YEAR'S EVE SHOW
I ‘Agmented pragram

Ouls Appearance Here This suu.

| TED SHAWN

and His Dancers
Central Wigh Audiorim. 1500 &

Dibiom,

Naw
JANET GAYNOR
CHARLES FARKELL
EL BRENDEL

“DELICIOUS”

FANCHON il MARCO'S
AKEFCHES" IDEA

NATIONAL
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

oy Sunday, Jan. 3, 4:00

ROSA LOW

LAST 2 DAYS
RKO VAUDEVILLE

GAYETY-BURLESK
“KUDDLING KUTIES”
JACK LAMONT
WANDA DeVON

TOMORROW NIGHT

il AUT1:ES PLML

I
8 RKO VAUDEVILLE ACTS
[ Fre-view shawing

“MEN OF CHANCE"
i st Eh
ki
OTMER xncm FEITI‘RE!
ALL SEATS RESERVED

clitnz at the

||

WARNTR RZOS_THEATRES )

LASY 1 HREE DAYS |

‘OE PENNER

New Somen—ew siuris

iew Yeur's Eve Show |
TOMORROW 1130 P.M |
Al Seats b |

%ﬂ
fAieropouray

I LASl THREE DAYS

‘ ‘ ‘?EHI‘ODEZAM

Thuridiy: DA T
‘AROUND THE WORLD
IN 80 MINUTES”

. Oinda Club Brand cun 14c A CAN
PEACH SALE' Sutter Pack Brand.cun 15c  TODAY!
PureSwn( Apple Cier ot 17¢ [Pare Sw. Apple Cider 1. e 12¢ =
SUGAR . w. 415¢ POTATOES low 13¢ MART] /
LARGE PAPER SHELL S pont st < || SHOW i TOWN
PECANS. .1m 18c; 3 s 50c |20 Gt O Oet

LARGE GRAPEFRUIT. . each Sc
o e o

Cooking Apples (large) 10 17¢; bu. bas. 69¢

TOKAY GRAPES......w. 10¢

A Great } Price Orange Sale!

3218 P Street NW.

ORANGES ORANGES ORANGES
pozen ~ 15¢ pozen 20c pozen- 25¢]
TANGERINES (very fancy) . .. aoren 15¢
3212 M Strect N-W- 405 H Strest

2153 Penna. Ave. N-W. 7th and C Streets SE.

3104 M Street NW. 2611 Nlh Slrec W,

ve.,
Northeast Public Market, 12th lnd H Streets N.E.

er Spring |

G

ik
fesns

OX i1 “THE M.
CAROLINA ™46 %

RICHMOND " *

PARKER




DERTH CLANE
WRACLE AN

Reese.

The man who restored health to
many of the world's great by the
dexterous manipulation of his
hands died last night at his home
here from a heart attack, He was
ll‘&u"oldlnuhjdhenﬂll

Never Used Medicines

when
t time

be had already worked in. steel
mills in Eugland and Wales,
was in his native Wales that he
iated into the arts of

" and acquired his
al knoweldge of human

It

his Jeg, | ican
nd | Spain.

P TWO NEALS DAY BEST
. |FOR STONACH TROUBLE

WILL ELECT OFFICERS

Election of officers will feature,
meeting at e

Tuterna

"BONESETTER" REESE

THE HEALER of many no-
tables died at his home In
Youngstown, Ohio, last night.
John D, ~“Bonesetter’ Reese,
termed the "miracle man.” was
T6yenr

New Pan-American
Mail Pact I8 Ready

Unlon Convention is to become
effective March 1.
Postmaster General  Brown
made this announcement: yester-
day. following the retum (@
vashington of W. Irving Glover.
Assistant _ Postmaste:
and_Eugene R.
of International
from

‘White, Director
‘Postal Bervice,

ions_of the Pan-Amer-
Postal Congress in Madrid,

ADYEATISENENT

Sxip one meal and drink water
Wash out stomach _ant

Lowels each moening by drinking
spoontul of  simpla

o bark, saling

remedy.  Peoples Drug

A new PanAmerican Fostal |held

CHNURM FETE
STED HERE

ting the victory of the
Maccabees over the and
the rededication of the le n
Jerusalem, Jews throug! the
world will begin at sunset Priday
the eightday observance

The festival, called the Feast of
Dedication, cele-

Special Service Here

‘Washington, special Chanu-

Xah services will be held in the

various synagogues throughout
x

e weel
I Friday night ser
Syna

a special ceremony in the vestry
voom e templ

Speak
ginning ight with &
special service for Jewish students
In all Washington colleges
seminaries, the Washington He
brew Congregation will hear
Rabbi Simon in a special sermon
on “Youth and Its Coat of Many
Colors.”
The brotherhood of the le
will Hold special ceremonies at
m, Sunda; om-

i
atization of the Chanukah story.
The children's celebration will be

r 13 at the Jewish

Decembel
Community Center.

mnine
T Rt At samnm.
A T Kt S

sikinecs in service in America.
cesecvations call s Portal Telegreph
Ofice, bosel, tavel or

—and Mary likewise knows that
Dupont returns everything crisp,
fresh, sweet, clean and beautifully
i Wearing apparel is
starched where necessary and hand
finished. Bed and table linens arc
ironed and neatly folded,

finished.

This is an excellent laundry serv-
ice for the particular family.

Phone today—Columbia 4200/

Other DUPONT Services:—;

“Mary, the Dupont
certainly knows how
to iron shirts”

MODERN
SERVICE

(Same As Family Finish)

Per
Lb.

Plus 16c a Ib. for
wearing apparel.

paral.
mam by

Compare our prices
10c par 1b. for entire bundle,
16c per pound for the wearing ap-

with others:

Siths aach 10c axtra. Mini-
undle, $1.26!

[DUPONT JAUNDRY

CClumbia 4200 + 2535 Sher

man Ave. NW.

MONDAY—NOVEMBER _ 301931

Tot| 11

1
ser.| tion of the

. Today and
NG  Tomorrow

IWhat's Do

DAY

Reception and Dance—Minne-
sota State Soclety, 8 p. m, Wik
Iard Hotel.

Moeting—Phi  Slgma  Sigmi
Sorarit, o p. m. 033 G 8L N,
Lecture—Miss Janet Richards,
4. m., Willard Hotel.

s and

Mo
by
‘Hotel

tertaioment_com-|

Rehearsal—En
mittee of Gridirgn Club, 3 p. m,
Willard Hotel,

Rehearsal—Music committce of
Gridiron Club, 8 p. m., Willard
Hotel.

Display—Army _officers equip-
Associated  Mlitary
Hotel.
1926 Masters _Associa-
Order of Dedolay,
Mayflower Holel,

Oyster Roast and Dance—Over
seas Military Band, Drum and

uglo ins o

B of
Foreign V/ars, 8 p. m, Pythian
mple.
Lecture—McMahon Hall, Cath-
olic University, 8 p. m.
Card Party—Pride of Washing-
lon Councll, D. A. R. 8:30 p. m,

80 M St. N. E.
Meetlng—Joint Commitlec for
ent, 7:30 p. m., Ham-

and | Unemplaym:
iltonHotel.

Dinner — Worshipful
Assoclation, 7:30 p. m.,

—Distrit
Women Voters, 7 p.
Hotel.

Club.

un)
tion in honor
B

of
Mayflower Hotel.

Willard Hotel.

P. m., Willard
Meeting—U. 8.
League, all
‘Hotel.
Meeting—Southern
ter, No. 804, U. D.

Luncheon—Alp}
12:30 p. m., University Club.

Concert—Marine Band, 3 p. m.,

Delta Phi,

lonal Com.-

ing te
mittee on Radio, 7 p. m. Univer-

League  of
m. Raleigh

Memorial Moeting—District of

6:30 p. m.

Buffet Supper—Women's Na-
Press Club,

Colonial

Dinner—Sociely _of
Wars, 7:30 p. m. Willard Hotel.

Chb, 8

lding and
day, Willard

Cross Chap-
C. 8 p, m,

Display—De  Piona,  Willard
Hotel.

Police Post Vets
Honor Lieut. Smith

Lieut. Milton D. Smith, of the
orme:

1o give children
dope-drugged
coughsyraps? Why

2 Smith
Brothers’ Tripla
Actdon- Syr-

Cough
wp contains NO

Delivers any

Majestic Radio
this week only!

Until elosing Saturday you
take your choics of
MAJESTIC RADIO

can
any
model

N PAY-

JORDAN

PIANO COMPANY
1239 G St. Car I3%

Hamilton Hotel,

TOMORROW....

You're Invited to Attend
The Inauguration of Xmas

Lights On Central 7th Street

OMORROW afternoon at 5 P. M. Central Seventh Street
from G to K becomes Washington’s gay white way! Thou-
sands of vari-colored lights will transform this popular busi-
ness section into a brilliantly illuminated Christmas Shopping

Center.

ENTRAL SEVENTH STREET . . . always outstanding

for quality merchandise at reasonable prices, as usual,
is prepared to serve you honestly, modernly, skillfully and well.
In these three busy blocks one may buy everything imagina-
ble for Yuletide Comfort and Good Cheer. We promise that
your Holiday Gift Excursions, here, will be more interesting,
more attractive and more satisfactory than ever before.

L

Shop On Central 7th Street
And Save Xmas Dollars

i

Promptly at 6 p. m., Taesday, the
District Commissioners and Officers
of the Central Seventh Street Aaso-
ciation will meet at 7th and Eye
Sts. N. W. to give the signal that
will transform Central Seventh
Street into Washington's most bril-
liantly illuminated Xmas Shopping
Center.




