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Living in an Historic District: It's not just about the buildings

June 2023

Welcome to our third Historic Mount Pleasant (HMP) Monthly Newsletter. Our goal is to inform
community members about historic district permit requirements, common technical issues and
solutions, and other aspects of the historic district, including its history.

By Jonathan Herz

PEOPLE AND EVENTS ARE SIGNIFICANT, TOO

Living in a beautiful historic district as we do, we often assume it’s all about the buildings, whose
distinguishing characteristics, integrity of design, setting, materials, and workmanship are what put
Mount Pleasant on the National Register of Historic Places. But the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, which created historic district standards also highlights the importance of recognizing and
preserving properties where significant events took place or which are associated with the lives of
significant persons in our past. While the neighborhood’s registration is based on our buildings, we
have also had nationally significant events and residents. And soon we will have a historic landmark
nominated not just for architectural character, but also for being "associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history." A historic landmark nomination
for the Rosemount Center, 2000 Rosemount Avenue NW (Case 23-09), filed by the DC Preservation
League, is now under review. The nomination notes: “Originally a refuge for unwed pregnant women
who could not obtain support elsewhere, the Rosemount Center, or House of Mercy as it was originally
called, has served a critical role in the local community for over 100 years. Its distinctive building,
located in a uniquely secluded “sanctuary” landscape, is closely tied to its vital social support role. The
institution has evolved over time, and for the last fifty years it has provided unique bilingual early
childhood education and family support services to pregnant women, infants, toddlers, and preschool-
aged children and their families, focusing its efforts on the neediest of District residents. In these ways
its contribution to the heritage and development of the District have been extraordinarily significant.”



https://www.historicmountpleasant.org/sendpress/eyJpZCI6MCwicmVwb3J0IjoxMDAxLCJ2aWV3IjoidHJhY2tlciIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOlwvXC93d3cuaGlzdG9yaWNtb3VudHBsZWFzYW50Lm9yZ1wvd3AtY29udGVudFwvdXBsb2Fkc1wvMjAyM1wvMDVcLzIwMjMwNTA3LUNoYXJhY3Rlci1kZWZpbmluZy5wZGYifQ/
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MT. PLEASANT HISTORY
You may not be the most famous person who ever lived in your house or apartment

So, who lived in your home over the past 100 years? If you are curious, you can research the history of
your house. Start at the Library of Congress’s How do | research the history of my house?, a great
source for strategies to discover the history of your home. Another great starting point is Carolyn
Long’s Researching a Washington, DC House: A Resource Guide. You can also research the chain of
title on the deeds for your property at the DC Recorder of Deeds which has on-line information from
August 1921 to the present. The DC History Center’s website gets you into the nitty-gritty with
excellent links as well, including city directories and online newspaper links.

You can get a snapshot of who was living in your home by reviewing census records. It’s a bit of work,
but search for Washington DC and your street as the key word. Once you find someone on the street,
it will also let you find neighbors.

Recent notable people who have lived in Mount Pleasant include Adrian Fenty, former mayor of
Washington, D.C.; lan MacKaye, musician with Minor Threat and Fugazi; culture critic Bob Mondello;
and etiquette authority Judith Martin, better known as Miss Manners.

Below, from the Library of Congress Chronicling America website, which provides access to historic
newspapers dating from 1777 to 1963 are some earlier notable people who have lived in the
neighborhood:

Sarah Doan La Fetra, President of the DC Woman's Christian Temperance Union. She died in 1919, at
her apartment at 3152 Mount Pleasant Street NW, and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. She
probably would not have approved of our new Mt. Pleasant Club Whiskey

Walter Johnson, the Washington Senators pitcher who is considered one of the greatest pitchers in
baseball history, lived at the Kennesaw, 3060 16th St., NW, while his house at 1843 Irving Street, NW
was under construction. As a pitcher for the Washington Nationals/Senators, he won 417 games, the
second most by any pitcher in history.

John J. Earley — a skilled artisan, architect, and innovator in the use of concrete, built and lived at 1710
Lamont. In Washington, D.C., he’s known for the Dumbarton Bridge, the Shrine of the Sacred Heart,
the Franciscan Monastery, and Meridian Hill Park. He also worked on the Bah3a'i House of Worship in
Wilmette, lllinois and the Parthenon in Nashville, Tennessee.

Robert “Fighting Bob" LaFollette and his cousin William’s families, shared a large house at 3320 16 St.
NW that became a center for debate and discussions of the great issues of the day. Robert later moved
to 3157 18 Street NW. William’s daughter, Suzanne, a journalist and author, later lived at 3152 Mount
Pleasant Street NW.

Sam Gilliam, the innovative color field painter associated with the Washington Color School, lived at
1752 Lamont Street NW. One of his first shows was in 1963 at the then new Adams Morgan Gallery,
located at 1762 Columbia Road NW. His work is now in major art museums around the world.
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Helen Hayes, the "First Lady of American Theatre," was born in Washington, educated at the Sacred
Heart Academy. Helen started her acting career while living with her parents at 3107 Eighteenth street
NW. She was the second person and first woman to have won an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar, and a
Tony Award (an EGOT). Washington DC’s annual theatre awards are named in her honor. Another of
her notable accomplishments is her leading role in the desegregation of the National Theatre. Helen
Hayes’” meteoric rise in show business was well documented in Washington newspapers.

The Washington times, June 15, 1913, Sunday Evening EDITION e a
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“Miss Hayes was born in Washington D. C. eighteen years ago and admits that her stage debut, at the
age of six. was not a success... it was not until she was eight that she blossomed out.”

Evening star, December 25, 1921

America's Youngest Star

“HELEN HAYES, who comes as the star of "Golden Days" under the direction of George
C, Tyler, is declared the youngest star on the American stage today. Miss Hayes is a
native of Washington, her father being a prominent government official. As a little child
Miss Hayes gave a remarkable performance as "Little Lord Fauntleroy" with the famous
old Columbia Players... she was "featured" In Edward Child Carpenter's play "Bab,"
which confirmed the critics of her genius, and now, barely out of her 'teens, she is the
full-fledged star of the delightful comedy "Golden Days."”
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Christmas Long Ago

“ ONCE upon a time,” far beyond the present day and generation,

when life was simple and love was beautiful, one of the crown-

ing glorics of the youngster's enjoyment on Christmas day was

the matinee performance at the theater. It was a wonderful

event, looked forward to for weeks, for in those days boys and girls never
caught even a glimpse of the inside of a playhouse, save at rare intervals,
i ing

mysterics, or Nora and Barney appeared, with a big panorama, and a little
Irish romance was unfolded. The Christmas day play was mot sound
drama; it was not a sociological problem, nor even a peep at the under-
world, save the underworld of the mighty sea. The heroine, a dainty sort
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eiace. whote cap had s loay. Sowing feather, ith their’ courtiers &
itted in an ocky court in the
the great luns(omnnou Scene with respleadent glory at the close re-
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Harloquin and s lean and siippered Panta + made "you laugh in
e avaelt. Everypody weas. delighca. with what they did even
though nobody understood. 1t was Christmas day, and the young audience
e thesters sud baving the time of theye Hees. 1Ll weat along
with the illuminated Christmas tree, with beautiful and uusual gilts,
with the stories of Mother Goose. All helped in making
o childiod: Now there sin't cven & chirp of Christmas from the theater:
The children have all grown up.

TILL Washington felt a little bit of its old-time experience again during.
the week just closed. We had, as in the long ago. two big theaters,

each with a great attraction. There was drama at the nal and grang
opera at Poli's, while the Garrick, which bas been stru . so hard nn-
der efficient local managument to reach & higher level, had a movie.
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Opera once a Not in an opera Boase, however, but i
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in and scenery hung
ies poor; building insanitary and poorly heated.
ave the same thing in the Center Market. Do we
nt it?? many more ?225). No. not under the same environ-
ments that Atlanta has it Poor Atlanta. In €aling attention to. the
need of an opera house in Washington there was no intention to uncover
Atlanta. The wonder is all the greates
one of them the capital of the United States of Am
will gladly pay the cost of grand opera, should bave n place 1o hoas
any grand opera af All. 13 the position of Washington in
ramatic and musical entertainment such that we mus
take what is provided, or go without

*

U\LESS all signs fail, Laurette Taylor, whom Washington has not seen

in a play for lo these many moons, will come to the National Theater
mext week in “The National Anthem.” It is a new play by htr conse
Hartley Manners, “a comedy of American life at lh! present day, with
moments of poighant, and intense, drama, and not of Prophecy Io
gencrations to come.” r. Manners and Miss Taylor have given
much that is zdmxmblt m the stage, and ‘ashington will give them a
cordial welcome on their arrival under the auspices of Manager W. Harri-
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ritone for whom Verdi wrote "Rigoletto,” “Traviata” and “Macheth”
' YaSpvator.

Current Attractions

T THE THEATERS TH
NATlO\'Ab—HeI:n Hays, in “Golden Day!. comedy. Opens this

POLl S—").(onqd“t, Zimbalist's musical play. Opens this even-
ing.
GARRICK—"Green Jade,” comedy drama. Opens tomorrow after-

B.F. E[TH'S—Bune Clayton, vaudeville. New show opens at 2
p-m. tomorrow.
BELASCO—Nat hmrro. jr, vaudeville. New show opens at 3 p.m.

today.

COS!IOS—")(uslul Scenes Amund the World,” vaudeville. New
show opens tomorrow at 1 p.

STRAND—“The Great Kermiss,” Audnlllt. Opens this afternoon.

GAYETY—"Jingle Jingle.” burlesque. Opens this afternoon.

CAPITOL—“Follies of New York,” vaudeville. Opens this after-
noon.
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Concerts

Kochanski, Friday.
The fifth concert of the T. Arthur

th the New York

Kochanski was a pupll of
Polish master, Emil Mlynasskl, and
Belgium, Cesar Thomson.
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