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Welcome to our second Historic Mount Pleasant (HMP) Monthly Newsletter. Our goal is to inform community 

members about historic district permit requirements, common technical issues and solutions, and other aspects 

of the historic district, including its history. 

DEFINING “CHARACTER-DEFINING.” 

Walking around Mt. Pleasant, you will notice the 

distinctive features, finishes, and construction 

techniques that characterize the buildings and 

landscape of our historic district. Altering or 

removing these “character-defining” elements 

detracts from the architectural significance of the 

district and for that reason, according to the 

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment 

of Historic Properties, must be retained and 

preserved - or if they have to be replaced, must 

match the original in design, color, texture, and 

materials.  

So yes, your concrete front steps are historic and 

need to be maintained or restored. Concrete steps became more widespread in the 20th century, in contrast 

with stone or wood steps prevalent in the 19th century. The DC Historic Preservation Review Board (HPRB) has 

design guidelines for many of the most common preservation concerns, including Porches and Steps, and the 

ever-popular Window Repair and Replacement. And, they also have guidance for allowable modifications to 

your home, like new Roof Decks and Roof Additions.  

Again, please let us know what issues are of interest to you and we will try to address them. Also, if you would 

like to write a brief article about a technical or historic subject, we look forward to hearing from you.  Lastly, we 

are always looking for new Board members and welcome referrals! 

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://planning.dc.gov/node/1183905
https://planning.dc.gov/node/594252
https://planning.dc.gov/node/936492
https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/publication/attachments/ROOFTOP_ADDITION_Handout_07_10.pdf


MT. PLEASANT HISTORY 

“Opening of New Subdivision Presents Opportunity to Secure a Home That Is a 

Revelation, in a Section That Is Universally Conceded to Be the Best in the City” 

Here, from the Library of Congress’ 

Chronicling America website  , is an 

advertisement from the October 04, 1913 

Washington Times, advertising a new 

development on a “New Entrance to Rock 

Creek Park.” 

“NATURE coupled with man's touch 

could not have depicted a grander spot 

in the National Capital for a Home 

than "Rock Creek Vista." Situate as it 

is bordering Rock Creek Park, 

Washington's favorite recreation 

place, adjoining the New Entrance to 

the Park and the Avenue of the 

Presidents, makes it the most desirable 

home site in the city.”  

And, two years later, from the August 7, 1915 

Evening Star, is an advertisement for the 

“Superfine” houses constructed on the new 

“Harvard Boulevard.”  

“Remarkable Sale, Best Proof of 

Genuine Value” 

“Consider these facts carefully! 63 houses 

built on Hobart street; only 1 left; 6 

completed on Harvard boulevard, all sold; 

11 in course of construction, 2 sold.” 

“The Homes Are Masterpieces” 

“Of architecture; are splendidly designed, 

well planned, substantially constructed… 

“9 Large Rooms and 2 Baths [or] 8 Large 

Rooms and Bath Private Garage With Each 

House. 

“Prices, $7,750 Up. Attractive Terms. “ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1913-10-04/ed-1/seq-3/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1913-10-04/ed-1/seq-3/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1913-10-04/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1913&sort=relevance&rows=20&words=4+OCTOBER&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=7&state=District+of+Columbia&date2=1913&proxtext=october+4&y=15&x=18&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1913-10-04/ed-1/seq-3/#date1=1913&sort=relevance&rows=20&words=4+OCTOBER&searchType=basic&sequence=0&index=7&state=District+of+Columbia&date2=1913&proxtext=october+4&y=15&x=18&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=2
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1915-08-07/ed-1/seq-11/#date1=1915&index=17&rows=20&words=7+AUGUST&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=District+of+Columbia&date2=1915&proxtext=august+7&y=14&x=19&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1915-08-07/ed-1/seq-11/#date1=1915&index=17&rows=20&words=7+AUGUST&searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=District+of+Columbia&date2=1915&proxtext=august+7&y=14&x=19&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1


  



 


