HISTORIC MOUNT PLEASANT JOURNAL
Living in an Historic District: Does your front yard really belong to you?

April 2023

Welcome to our first Historic Mount Pleasant (HMP) Monthly Newsletter. Our goal is to inform
community members about historic district permit requirements, common technical issues and
solutions, and other aspects of the historic district, including its history.

By Jonathan Herz
THE “PARKING” IS SELDOM FOR CARS.

Odds are, that all or most of the space between the
front of your home and the curb is actually in the
public right-of-way and belongs to the District of
Columbia — not you. This example, from the official
D.C. zoning map shows individual lots and the yards
and streets which are under the jurisdiction of the
D.C. Department of Transportation (DDOT).

The 1870 Federal Parking Act designated the area
immediately next to private property as park areas,
still referred to as the “parking” or “public parking,”
to be maintained by the adjacent property owner.
Property owners were encouraged to beautify and
enhance this public space and required to maintain
it “in a clean and safe condition.”

In 1871, the municipal government declared that it
was “lawful to extend bay windows a distance of
four feet beyond the building line” into the parking.
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From the DC Zoning map showing 17*" & Lamont

One-story porches were also allowed, providing architectural variation that added to the park-like

character of D.C.’s streets and avenues.


https://maps.dcoz.dc.gov/zr16/#l=20&x=-8575925.864872409&y=4711848.377476618&mms=lots!square!zoneDistrict!pendingZones!puds!pendingPuds!campusPlans
https://chrs.org/origins-public-parking/
https://maps.dcoz.dc.gov/zr16/#l=12&x=-8576100.80879499&y=4706465.769289769&mms=lots!square!zoneDistrict!pendingZones!puds!pendingPuds!campusPlans

There are specific rules for what can be done in front of your home or business. A permit is required
before you modify anything in the parking, including regrading and paving, and any construction;
including walls, steps, and fences. In addition to obtaining DDOT permission for work, sign off by the
D.C. Historic Preservation Office (HPQO) is also required. DDOT’s Public Realm Design Manual specifies
policies and regulations for this area, and HPO's Historic Preservation Guidelines and Historic District
Guidelines include their requirements, that are the basis for project design approval by the D.C. Historic
Preservation Review Board (HPRB). Remember — almost any exterior work, like replacing windows and
repointing, are subject to HPO design review under the D.C. preservation law. They also may require
building permits. It is this process that protects important character-defining features of our historic
properties and ensure compatibility of all such work.

Please let us know what issues are of interest to you and we will try to address them. Also, if you would
like to write a brief article about a technical or historic subject, we look forward to hearing from you.
Lastly, we are always looking for new Board members and welcome referrals!

MT. PLEASANT HISTORY

The Library of Congress Chronicling America website provides access to historic newspapers, dating
from 1777 to 1963. Below is a page from the July 8, 1911 Evening Star with advertisements for new
houses on19th Street between Park Road and Lamont, and in the 2000 block of Park Road, “a most high
and healthy location.” The 19%™ Street houses are “admirably planned and finished with great care and
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https://ddot.dc.gov/node/496092
https://planning.dc.gov/page/historic-preservation-office
https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/publication/attachments/DDOT%20Public%20Realm%20Design%20Manual.pdf
https://planning.dc.gov/page/design-guidelines
https://planning.dc.gov/node/1183831
https://planning.dc.gov/node/1183831
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1911-07-08/ed-1/seq-13/print/image_661x817_from_0%2C0_to_7847%2C9692/
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BRANCH OFFICE:

MTH AND DECATUR STS.

SALESMEN ON PREMISES,

(¥ For Sale —

N. L. Sansbury Co.,
Exzclusive Agent,
71821 13th Strest N.W.

N. L.Sansbury Co.,

71921 N S-ﬂ NW.

Arseation!
Yargun haroens, cape-
talisrs andd oo,
We oller whar bsoun-
sidered by al onate
dealers 1o the greats
ot Barpain ceer offer
od i sorchwes 3

Be Onerof the Conservative
Home Buyers
INVEST YOUR EARNINGS IN

14th St. Property

Assumimg the future to offer the same
advamtages as the past, this is the logical place
to buy.

DESCRIPTION

Eight large outside rocens on tae floors,
finished atic.  Widih 24 feet.  Lasge yards,
Hardwood floors and trim.  Reomy posches.
Steel comstruction.  Hot-water heat, Comii-
nation gas and electric fxtures,  Every con-
venlence known 1o madern home building.

$6,500
Our six-room hogses under constraction
have kes 150 feet deep,
Price, $4,750

THINK OF IT!

Getting a hormwe west of 1dch st with over
3,000 feet of gound.  You cannet atieed
overtook it. =

To inspect, make any 14th st. car to AR
w0 st Sample heuse open every day until
9 pm.

PHILLIPS & SAGER,

715 14th Street NW.

$4,500
Wil Buy One of Our

Capitol Hill Homes

DESCRIPTION
Six large owside roms.  Hardwood trim
throughout,  Parguetry floors.  Gas and elec-
wic lighting.  Beautifd poeches frorw and rear,

Lots 21%x130 to 15-1t Alley.
Sample Mouse Comer 3d and E Sts. S.E.
SEE THEM. EASY TERMS

PHILLIPS & SAGER,

715 14th Street NW,




