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Living in an Historic District:  Does your front yard really belong to you? 

April 2023 

Welcome to our first Historic Mount Pleasant (HMP) Monthly Newsletter. Our goal is to inform 

community members about historic district permit requirements, common technical issues and 

solutions, and other aspects of the historic district, including its history. 

 THE “PARKING” IS SELDOM FOR CARS. 

Odds are, that all or most of the space between the 

front of your home and the curb is actually in the 

public right-of-way and belongs to the District of 

Columbia – not you. This example, from the official 

D.C. zoning map shows individual lots and the yards 

and streets which are under the jurisdiction of the 

D.C. Department of Transportation (DDOT).   

The 1870 Federal Parking Act designated the area 

immediately next to private property as park areas, 

still referred to as the “parking” or “public parking,” 

to be maintained by the adjacent property owner. 

Property owners were encouraged to beautify and 

enhance this public space and required to maintain 

it “in a clean and safe condition.”  

In 1871, the municipal government declared that it 

was “lawful to extend bay windows a distance of 

four feet beyond the building line” into the parking. 

One-story porches were also allowed, providing architectural variation that added to the park-like 

character of D.C.’s streets and avenues.  

There are specific rules for what can be done in front of your home or business. A permit is required 

before you modify anything in the parking, including regrading and paving, and any construction; 

From the DC Zoning map showing 17th & Lamont 
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https://maps.dcoz.dc.gov/zr16/#l=20&x=-8575925.864872409&y=4711848.377476618&mms=lots!square!zoneDistrict!pendingZones!puds!pendingPuds!campusPlans
https://chrs.org/origins-public-parking/
https://ddot.dc.gov/node/496092
https://maps.dcoz.dc.gov/zr16/#l=12&x=-8576100.80879499&y=4706465.769289769&mms=lots!square!zoneDistrict!pendingZones!puds!pendingPuds!campusPlans


including walls, steps, and fences. In addition to obtaining DDOT permission for work, sign off by the 

D.C. Historic Preservation Office (HPO) is also required. DDOT’s Public Realm Design Manual specifies 

policies and regulations for this area, and HPO’s Historic Preservation Guidelines and Historic District 

Guidelines include their requirements, that are the basis for project design approval by the D.C. Historic 

Preservation Review Board (HPRB). Remember – almost any exterior work, like replacing windows and 

repointing, are subject to HPO design review under the D.C. preservation law. They also may require 

building permits. It is this process that protects important character-defining features of our historic 

properties and ensure compatibility of all such work. 

Please let us know what issues are of interest to you and we will try to address them. Also, if you would 

like to write a brief article about a technical or historic subject, we look forward to hearing from you.  

Lastly, we are always looking for new Board members and welcome referrals! 

MT. PLEASANT HISTORY 

The Library of Congress Chronicling America website provides access to historic newspapers, dating 

from 1777 to 1963. Below is a page from the July 8, 1911 Evening Star with advertisements for new 

houses on19th Street between Park Road and Lamont, and in the 2000 block of Park Road, “a most high 

and healthy location.” The 19th Street houses are “admirably planned and finished with great care and 

taste,” and, as the ad says, “THESE HOMES ARE DUPLICATED ON TWENTY- EIGHTH ST. near CATHEDRAL 

AVE., just WEST OF CONNECTICUT AVE., in "Woodley Park." 

  

https://planning.dc.gov/page/historic-preservation-office
https://planning.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/op/publication/attachments/DDOT%20Public%20Realm%20Design%20Manual.pdf
https://planning.dc.gov/page/design-guidelines
https://planning.dc.gov/node/1183831
https://planning.dc.gov/node/1183831
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1911-07-08/ed-1/seq-13/print/image_661x817_from_0%2C0_to_7847%2C9692/


 


